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PATHOLOGY.

On the causes oj’ Hernia in Soldie)-s.

It has been recently reported to the

Academy of Medicine, that hernia has
been frequently traced to the practice, ex-
isting among infantry soldiers, of firing in
triple ranks. Kempfer, surgeon of a Swiss
regiment of the Royal Guard, has affirmed
that many cases of hernia have been pro-
duced by the sudden manner in which the
privates are taught to descend on one knee
after having discharged their muskets, so

that their comrades in the rear may fire over
their heads.

S U R G E R Y.

Case of Cancernus induration of the Parotid
Glaaid, in 1vhich the Carotid Artery was

tied.

The following case was treated by Dr.
Fricke, in the Hamburgh Hospital, during
the past year.
A smith was admitted into the Hospital

’with a cancerous swelling of the parotid
gland ; the disease extended gradually to the
soft palate, and placed the poor man in the
greatest jeopardy of his life. It was impos-
sible for him to swallow any thing solid, and
his only nourishment consisted of a little
milk and egg. His speech was converted
into an unintelligible babble, and death
stared him in the face. To think of remov-
ing this mass of diseased structure was out
of the question. It struck Dr. Fricke,
however, that some good might be done ; at
any rate, that the man’s life might be for a
time prolonged by cutting off the supply of
blood sent to the tumour. The carotid

artery was therefore secured at the lower
part of the tumour; the diminution in bulk
which succeeded this operation was very
considerable. The patient could again
swallow solids, and speak in an intelligible
manner, and was quite freed from that
dreadful anxiety in which he was kept be-
fore the artery was tied. Nature seemed to
favour the attempts made to relieve the pa-
tient, for soon after suppuration took place,
and pus was discharged from the swelling in
considerable quantity. The case terminated

fatally, not from any immediate conse-

quences of the operation, but from the great
and long-continued constitutional disturb-
ance occasioned by the disease.*

* Nachricht von dem Gesundheits-Zus-
tande der Hamburgischen Kranken=und
Versorgungs-H&auml;user, lund der Stadt Ham-
burgh. von Dr. Julius.

HYDROCYANIC ACID IN DYSPEPSIA.

" 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In your last Number, Dr. Granville
complains that, in the preceding, the re-
ports of two cases of stomach affections,
treated by me with hydrocyanic acid in St.
Thomas’s Hospital, are prefaced by two in.
correct assertions-the one, that hydrocyanic
acid " has fallen into disrepute, and indeed
almost into disuse, in pectoral diseases;"
the other, that I am "the gentleman to
whom the profession is indebted for the in.
troduction of the hydrocyanic acid into prac-
tice, as a valuable remedy in derangements
of the stomach."
With the former I have no concern. Nor

have I any great anxiety about the latter.
Your reporter has no doubt read upon the
subject, and conceives that there are suffi-
cient grounds for his opinion. But, in at-

tempting to refute it, Dr. Granville says,
&deg;’ That a reporter who undertook to speak
so decidedly of Dr. Elliotson’s priority of
application of the hydrocyanic acid in certain
cases of dyspepsia, should not have been
aware that the claims which that gentleman
set up in his pamphlet on that subject had
long ago been controverted, and clearly
proved to be groundless, by Dr. A. T. Thom-
son, in the second edition of my treatise on
the use of that medicine, (p. 386.) is a cir-
cumstance scarcely credible. That contra-
diction has never, to my knowledge, been
refuted by Dr. Elliotson, although Dr.
Thomson then called upon him so to do, inthe most explicit manner. On that occa-
sion it was shown, that inasmuch as Dr.
Elliotson himself had admitted having read
my first edition, in which Dr. Thomson had
detailed a case of dyspepsia cured by the
hydrocyanic acid, given, not in a mistake,
as was the case at first with Dr. Elliotson,
but on purely scientific and inductive prin-
ciples, he could not have been ignorant of
the effect of that medicine, and of the suc.
cess with w’:ich it had been used by another
practitioner, in that class of complaints, long
before him."
Now, Sir, IN THE FIRST PLACE, with re-

spect to Dr. A. T. Thomson, there exists
not the slightest proof, nor the slightest reason
to believe, that he used the remedy in dys-
pepsia on " scientific and inductive princi-
ples," nor even that he used it intentionafly. An
epidemic catarrh was prevailing at Chelsea,
and Dr. Thomson, having heard of Magen-
die’s account of the effects of the acid in pec-
toral complaints, exhibited it in twenty cases.
Among these was a gouty gentleman, who
had long been " afflicted with dyspepsia,"
(not a word more of information is given,)
and had a heat of his tongue, "supposed to


